
 
 
 
The European Students’ Union (ESU) is the umbrella organisation of 45 National Unions of Students (NUS) from 40 countries. The 
aim of ESU is to represent and promote the interests of students at the European level towards all relevant bodies and in particular, 
the European Union, Bologna Follow-Up Group, Council of Europe and UNESCO.  

   
Brussels, 14th November 2022 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
Students demand a more social economic  

governance framework 
 

On the 9th of November, a communication from the Commission was released 
outlining the vision of the Commission in regard to the reform of the EU economic 
governance framework. As a civil society organisation concerned with many social 
aspects of the EU, the European Students’ Union (ESU) is reacting to the 
announcement of the communication by calling for more concrete actions to meet the 
challenges of the moment, especially when it comes to the youth - ‘the Future of 
Europe’ - and their education. 
 
“Even if some of the most extreme elements of austerity have been watered down, 
including a more medium-term perspective and more focus on the European Pillar of 
Social Rights and digital and climate plans when assessing the reform paths, the focus 
is still too much on the ‘stability’ and too little on the ‘growth‘“- estimates Matteo 
Vespa, President of ESU. "Crucially, the 'golden rule' that certain investments, such as 
in education, should not be included in debt calculations and debt reduction measures 
is completely absent, and this is probably the biggest weakness of the 
communication." 
 
“In the Communication, the European Semester is given the role of surveillance of the 
reforms agreed in the debt reduction plans. Once more, the social element of the 
European Semester is missing: we need to monitor and steer investments in education 
based on the framework for the social dimension of the Bologna Process as a way to 
support the convergence of student rights across the EU” - says Iris Kimizoglu, member 
of the Executive Committee. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-11/com_2022_583_1_en.pdf%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1668428149600601%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw39O9Fj8NuxF1Q7aU4C8faB&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1668428149613988&usg=AOvVaw1D155DV02QU0i4EL1A8thJ
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“The Stability and Growth Pact without a Growth instrument is a half-empty tool. 
Today we have the Recovery and Resilience Facility, but we should discuss a future 
instrument that can consistently fund investments, also on education, at the European 
level. At the same time, we need to take stock of the lack of involvement of national 
and European stakeholders in the National Recovery and Resilience Plans and include 
thorough stakeholder consultations as integral part of the instrument” - concludes 
Horia Onița, vice-President of ESU. 
 
Point of Contact 
 
Communications Manager of the European Students’ Union  
Maciej Rewucki - maciej.rewucki@esu-online.org 
 
 
 

mailto:maciej.rewucki@esu-online.org

