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O Internal motion                                                     
x External motion

O Amendment

Title: Introduction of master vocational studies into Serbian higher education
Point of the agenda____________08ci____________________

Proposed by:___Students union of Serbia (SUS)             
Seconded by:    SURS, NSUM   
Motivation: 

In Serbia, at present, it is not possible for a student studying at a vocational institution to further his or her studies at a master level. 
The constitution of Serbia states that: 

· Paragraphs 1 and 3 of article 71 :

“Everyone shall have the right to education.” and
“All citizens shall have access under equal condition, to higher education.”…;
· Paragraphs 1 and 3 of article 21 clearly state that:

“All are equal by the Constitution and law.” and

“All direct or indirect discrimination based on any grounds, particularly on race, sex, national origin social origin, birth, religion, political or other opinion, property status, culture, language, age, mental or physical disability shall be prohibited.”
Serbian Law on Higher Education states that:
· Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of article 25 clearly state that:

“Higher education activities shall be carried out through academic and vocational career courses based on the approved and/or accredited study programmes for acquiring higher education”,
“Academic courses shall be shaped according to academic study programmes equipping students to develop and apply scientific, vocational and artistic achievements ” and

“Vocational career courses shall be streamlined according to vocational career study programmes equipping students to apply the knowledge and skills necessary to participate in the work process”,

Proposed Text:

ESU supports initiatve of the SUS and Students’ Conference of Academies of Vocational Studies and requires from Serbian government and Ministry of Education and Science to introduce the master vocational studies into Serbian higher education with argumentation that basic human rights to education are threatened. 
Everyone must have right to assess higher education by enrolling in their prefered higher education system. No individual can be forced by a law to specialise only through academic studies at university. 
Social dimension is of an immense importance due to the lower costs at the colleges and most colleges of vocational studies are located in Serbian interior towns thus being more accessible to a larger number of students.

If the master and PhD academic studies are existing, it is necessary to provide at least master vocational studies, which would imply the equal opportunities to all Serbian citizens and which would open up additional opportunities for cooperation with European higher education institutions in the interest of students, staff and higher education stakeholders. 

The Introduction of master (and PhD) vocational studies was also supported by Mr Jelko Kacin, the special rapporteur of the European Parliament for Serbia. The support initiated the activities of Students’ Conference of Academies of Professional Studies in Serbia, partners of SUS, to make efficient and timely preparations for forthcoming draft of the new Law on higher education in Serbia.
Passed:
YES

NO 
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