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O Internal motion

X External motion

O Amendment

Title: At the forefront of the mobilizations in Maghreb and in Middle East, the youth and especially students are the driving force of social and democratic transformation

Point of the agenda: 08cix______________________________

Proposed by:______UNEF, ________________________

Seconded by:_________UDU______________________

In Maghreb and in Middle East, the youth and students have been mobilized for five month in order to reinforce a social and democratic model of society based on democracy, social justice and everyone’s right to success. This youth generation has been mobilizing for the first time with such a conscious and aware attitude on economic and social issues, to express their rejection of precarious and unemployment conditions and to the lack of recongnition partly due to the crisis and of their qualifications: it is obvious that those claims are fully linked to a deep society transformation call, especially regarding democracy.

In Tunisia,the youth revolt has turned into a real uprising of the whole society, The17th December the immolation of a young graduate student, forced by the economical crisis to sell fruit and vegetable, sparked off major riots against unemployment and insecurity in Sidi-Bouzid.
The protest quickly spread to the entire country as a global movement against Ben Ali’s regime, and on the 14th January has brought to the end of 23 years of dictatorship. The police crackdown, the dozens dead and hundreds wounded, the closure of schools and universities have amplified this profound social and democratic crisis.

The movement initiated by the youth against authoritarian regimes made void the myth of the clash of civilizations born September 11, 2001 and has completely changed the international relation configuration. After more than thirty years of unchallenged rules, the powerful mobilization of Egyptians forced Hosni Mubarak to resign. Youth has once again been a driving force in the process. Despite the violent crackdown, the closure of universities and the government division strategy over the Egyptian people, youth worked with a common goal to relieve Hosni Mubarak of its functions and refused to leave Tahrir Square before getting a commitment from the army to open a process of transparent and democratic transition.

In many other countries, in Syria, in Yemen, in Algeria, in Albania youth and students, remain the first victim of the police repression and of regimes clinging to power at any cost.

Although the political and social situations differ from one country to an other, these historical mobilizations reveal the fundamental role of access to education in the construction of democracy. When more people have access to education, dictatorship become unsustainable.

ESU supports the youth and the students who are fighting for their rights.

ESU stongly condemns repression and calls for immediate liberation of every students that took part in these protests.

ESU calls Europe to support people who are defending their rights and underlines the main role of access to higher education in every process of democratic transition.

ESU calls for the recognition of an universal right to education, democracy, justice and freedom, including recognition of student unions.

Passed:
YES

NO
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