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ESU calls for the right of free organising of the independent Belarus’
student organisations and other NGOs

Non-governmental organisations are facing suppression and legal obstacles that are
preventing them to carry out the activities in Belarus. Belarusian government, despite the
international critique and condemnation of violations of civil rights and freedoms?, acts in an
authoritarian way, paralysing free constitution of non-governmental organisations.
Democratic and independent student representation is prohibited, and participation in
unregistered organisations can lead to imprisonment according to the Criminal law of
Belarus. These civil rights violations disable free and democratic student representation that
is a crucial part of the fundamental values of the Bologna Process. Members of the European
Higher Education Area (EHEA) must address these violations seriously, considering that
Belarus became full member of EHEA in 2015.

The European Students Union calls on the Belarusian authorities to comply with the
commitment made to implement reforms of the Bologna Process, especially to ensure the
right to free organising of students and academic staff. Moreover, Belarus should
immediately stop the human rights violations and limitation of all freedoms. ESU stands in
solidarity with independent student organisations and their right to realise their activities
according to their mission and objectives without political influence and suppression.

1 European Parliament Resolution of 29™ March 2012 on situation in Belarus (2012/2581
(RSP))

Proposed by: CREUP

Seconded by: NUS-UK, LSVb, FAGE, DSF, ANOSR, ANSA, BSA, NASC, EUL, UDU, PSRP, OH,
SYL, VVS, LIS, SKRVS, USI, VSS-UNES-USU, SFS, NSO
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The European Students' Union (ESU) is being used to refer to "ESIB - The National Unions of
Students in Europe" Belgian asbl BE0890.019.936, due to the fact that both legal entities are going
through a merging process. Likewise the visual identity of ESU is being used instead of the one from
ESIB.



